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Dear Ms Dore,

Supplementary Planning Guidance-Managing Change in Historic Buildings

Thank you for inviting comments on the proposed White Paper on this subject and dated 18 February 2008. 

General

You will be well aware that the present system for listing buildings is unsatisfactory. The most serious defects include the following:

· BLI only protects external features of a building whereas many BLI listed buildings have internal features of architectural and historic interest that should be protected.

· Potential SSI buildings or sites lack no protection at all until formal designation as SSI.

SSIs include good descriptions of why the site is of special interest but the physical extent of the site lacks clear definition. CPH comments on a recent planning application at Le Vouest in St. Martin (P/2007/ 1557) is a recent example of this problem.

Since you mention in the fourth paragraph of your introductory Section 1 – on purpose that much of this draft guidance is based on England’s PPG15 we are sure you will be aware of the recent dcms circular PP992 issued on 8 March 2008 which deals with “Revisions to Principles of Selection for Listing Buildings”. 

You will note that in the last sentence of paragraph 6.1 it states:

“-but our understanding of the historic environment now encompasses a much wider range of features, and in particular stresses the relationship between individual buildings, and also the value of historic townscape and landscape as a whole”.

You may wish to review your draft in order to bring it into line with current practice in England.

Suggested Additions to Planning Guidance

At Section 6, in the first paragraph, you start dealing with the mechanics of your system.

It is suggested that your guidance should be split into two parts – Policy and Procedure.

To be effective, both parts must be promulgated together. You state in parts of your draft that “The interim policies 1988 are superseded” and “much of this previous policy and guidance is now obsolete”. Please state precisely what has superseded previous policy and which parts are now obsolete.

It is recommended that in the suggested Procedure section, as part of the listing documentation, a standard proforma should be attached which includes all the headings covered in your draft between sections 14 and 20. This would provide the owner with a simple check-list of both external and internal features of special interest that should be protected. The mechanism in England is described in paragraphs 6.17 and 6.21 of dcms circular PP992.

For example:

External Features:

Historic landscape setting.

Building


Roof design


Roof covering


Chimney stacks


Gutters and rainwater systems


Walls


Windows


Window shutters


Doors etc. etc.

Internal Features:


Arrangement of rooms


Ornamental plasterwork


Staircases


Wood panelling


Fireplaces and surrounds etc.etc.

A simple tick, as required, against each item will make clear to the owner of the property exactly what is included in the listing and cannot be altered without specific planning permission.

No doubt you will be discussing the draft within MRLAG and our two members, Rowland Anthony and André Ferrari will be able to amplify these comments should that prove necessary.

Yours sincerely,

Nick Herbert

Chairman of the Council
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