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Chairman’s  Note – Jurat Nick Herbert

This newsletter covers our second full year and relates mixed fortunes in our endeavours. What cannot be in any doubt is that Jersey needs an active campaigning group in addition to our well established non-governmental organisations such as La Société Jersiaise and The National Trust for Jersey. 

The Minister for Environment and Planning, Senator Freddie Cohen, has confirmed that he finds our letters on planning and policy matters useful to him. 
The most important of these have dealt with proposed developments at Sites of Special Interest (Mont Orgueil Castle, Archirondel Tower and Le Vouest in St. Martin) and in the St. Ouen’s Bay Framework Area  at the Les Ormes Golf and Leisure Centre.

We are delighted that he has managed to fund a consultancy contract with Oxford Archaeology, which though far short of our repeated request for the employment of a full-time archaeologist in the planning department, can at least be seen as a step in the right direction.  

The Council made a major contribution to the consultation on the White Paper introduced by the Environment and Planning Department which will result in the first ever formal listing of all archaeological sites in the Island. Dr John Renouf, now leader of the Archaeology Group, produced for planning a critical analysis of a large section of the proposed listing which should be invaluable in improving its accuracy and relevance. 

André Ferrari has been as active as usual in the Urban Rescue Group and has regularly received good coverage in the Jersey Evening Post

There has been no apparent progress on developing the coastal strategy and there has been no formal response to the planning application for 36 houses on the derelict holiday camp site at Plémont.

On domestic matters membership still stands at about seventy and renewed efforts will be made to increase numbers, but this takes time.

I am delighted to report that our deputy chairman, Rowland (Chick) Anthony was elected as President of La Société Jersiaise in April, and with André Ferrari, chairman of our urban rescue specialist group, both continue to attend the Minister’s Registration and Listings Advisory Group which is responsible for advising Senator Cohen on historic buildings and their listing.

A new venture has been started by members of the Council, namely Chick Anthony, André Ferrari, Neil Molyneux, Dr John Renouf, Professor Colin Platt, Michael Ginns and John Mesch.  Together they form an ad hoc working group, operating at present under the aegis of Société Jersiaise, which is looking at the possibility of seeking World Heritage Site status for the Channel Islands. The long-term benefits to the conservation of our remarkable collection of heritage assets to internationally recognised standards would be considerable. It would also be a long-term and powerful marketing tool for the tourism industry. 

This project has reached the stage where, on 14th November, a meeting was held under the chairmanship of Mr Rod Mc Loughlin, the Cultural Development Officer with Senator Freddie Cohen, Deputy Carolyn Labey, and representatives from the Planning Department, the Jersey Heritage Trust, the National Trust for Jersey, Chick Anthony and John Mesch in attendance. It was agreed that professional advice was needed to confirm that the heritage assets of the Channel Islands can be judged by the World Heritage Committee to be of Outstanding Universal Value. You can expect to hear more on this subject in the near future. 

Not by chance, Brian Davison, our guest speaker at our AGM on 13th December, will be addressing issues of conservation and development at a World Heritage Site based on his personal involvement over many years at Stonehenge. 

Coastal Strategy Group – John Mesch  

Although the formulation of a coastal strategy is included in the present States’ five-year strategic plan, the draft documents upon which we commented have not re-appeared. 

Similarly we are maintaining a watching brief on the planning application for development on the Plémont headland. 

As reported in the Chairman’s opening remarks a letter was written on the planning application to build 24 wooden chalets in the St Ouen’s Bay Framework Area on the golf-driving range owned by the Les Ormes Golf and Leisure Centre. 

Our concern is that clearly stated policy in the Island Plan is being ignored – “the development of new and the extension of existing golf course facilities, to include the physical extension of the site, intensification of the course and any new building, will not be permitted in St. Ouen’s bay special area”. (Policy SO40). 

The Minister’s brief recommending his approval of this application discounted policy SO40 on the grounds that this policy “is clearly aimed at preventing new or extended golfing facilities which is not the subject of this application” and: ‘That policy is not relevant to this application as it does not seek consent for new golfing facilities’. 

There was no reference at all in the brief to Policy TR3 which states:

 ‘There will be a presumption against the loss of existing recreation resources including facilities and playing pitches or fields’ (Policy TR3). At the planning meeting much was made of the fact that some years before the area had been a camping site – it could therefore be regarded not as a golf course but as a tourist facility.

CPH recommended that the boundary of the St. Ouen’s Bay Framework Area should have been re-drawn to exclude this development site before the application was approved.

In accordance with the recommendation of the Minister’s brief this planning application was duly approved.

 Archaeology and Landscape Group – Dr. John Renouf
Though no longer leading this Group, Margaret Finlaison FSA continues to provide invaluable advice to the Council. Margaret was instrumental in the creation of CPH and we are very grateful for her outstanding contribution to the archaeology of Jersey over many years. The investigation of the Island’s lavours is drawing to a close. At the last count 63 have been located and a final report is nearing completion.

The group continues to press for the appointment of a States archaeological officer able to direct rescue excavation ahead of building re-development. It really is disgraceful that an Island possessing at least 165 sites of archaeological interest, including a number that can justifiably be classified as having universal importance should not have a single accredited archaeologist on the staff of the planning department. 

Building development continues at an alarming rate. Most of this development is taking place without any archaeological assessment or supervision. As a result nearly all the significant sites have been compromised in some way. It is especially disappointing that the Environment Department is initiating plans to dig a pond at the Grand Canal du Squez, apparently oblivious of the fact that the present water course was the source of fresh water for one of our most important archaeological sites at the Pinnacle, and that this whole area should be treated as a single site

Initial alarm about the marquee at Mont Orgueil Castle has abated somewhat when it was discovered that the JHT had discussed an archaeological mitigation strategy with the Planning Department before their application was submitted. Unfortunately, none of this supporting documentation was made available to the public either at South Hill or at parish halls. Drainage at the site is included in the application but there is a complete lack of information on how this is to be achieved. 

Urban Rescue and Conservation – André Ferrari

Our objection to an application to demolish 46 & 48 Colomberie which we started last June, and developed into the first third party appeal under the new law ended in failure. The risk of incurring punitive charges if the appeal failed naturally caused the plaintiff, on legal advice, to withdraw from the action. This is the subject of an ongoing investigation and scrutiny by States members and ourselves. 

So far the Minister’s Registration and Listing Advisory Group (MRLAG) appears to be working well, with well reasoned discussions and a commitment to protect both major and lesser aspects of Jersey’s unique built environment. The Group can only make recommendations on listing, and it is the Minister who makes the final decision. His decisions so far have been largely in accordance with MRLAG recommendations.

The continuing and major concern is that under present legislation there is no real protection for the interiors of buildings listed as Potential Sites of Special Interest (pSSI). Formal ratification as a SSI is first required and this is proving to be a grindingly slow process which at the present rate of progress will take years to complete.

We are aware of one pSSI building which has had its interior gutted very recently. We have been assured that this problem is being addressed and we await further clarification. The limitations arising out of the present two-level listing system – Building of Local Interest (BLI) and SSI –  is under review. We understand that the possibility of using a five–level classification system is being considered by the Historic Building officers in the Planning Department.

Despite progress in MRLAG there are continuing attempts to demolish listed buildings. We objected to the latest applications to demolish St. Juste, one of only two remaining ‘Cottage Ornée’ and two listed buildings on Gorey Pier where there are plans to replace them with a new building matching the adjoining three-story building.

We reported to Planning that a fine, early 19th century wooden door-case had been removed without permission from a listed building in Gloucester Street. This has now been replaced with an inferior softwood replica. Fortunately the matching door-case next door has survived.

Concern has been expressed at the decision to allow floors to be added to two listed public houses (The Commercial and The Cosmopolitan). Both proposals involve removing the existing pitched roof and chimney stacks and adding a new, flat-roofed story in ‘contrasting’ modern style. These are major, material alterations to the integrity of protected structures, and appear to be a worrying throwback to the 1960s when modern additions were tacked onto older structures regardless of context.

Threats to listed buildings within the Odeon re-development plans and to two small listed shops in Hillgrove Street are being monitored. Plans for Hillgrove Street would see only the front walls of these fragile buildings being ‘retained’. Our group object strongly to the growing trend towards what we describe as ‘façade-ism’.

The development of the Collin’s building in Vine Street is a classic example of this new trend. Here we have seen the demolition of all but the façade of this former pSSI building. The gaping void that now exists between the propped up façades on King Street and Vine Street is a telling witness to the continuing lack of commitment to the protection of our built heritage. Council members discovered a 17th century fireplace in the party wall and their photograph appeared in the JEP. As a result this fireplace has been preserved in situ and CPH interest ensured that an archaeological investigation was made a condition in the planning permit. 

There has been much debate about the value of the resulting type of archaeological investigation carried out by external consultants who, on this occasion, seemed to be poorly equipped and lacking in any real knowledge of the local historical, archaeological and architectural context of the site. Their report is awaited with interest.

Forts and Castles – Michael Ginns MBE
The Committee is concerned that converting Archirondel Tower into another holiday let is not appropriate treatment for the penultimate Conway Tower. Although, for the time being, it would only be used as one of the so-called ‘stone tents’ - due to the prohibitive costs of installing mains services-the fact that as a Conway tower its design is unique and that it was heavily modified by the Germans (thus making an 18th century fortification fit for 20th century warfare) makes it worthy of preservation to ensure that both its form and military function can be understood and appreciated by future generations.

Other 18th and 19th century fortifications which have been converted to holiday lets i.e. Fort Leicester (Bouley Bay) and La Crête (Bonne Nuit), would appear to have settled down and are popular with tourists. The concept of converting these fortifications into holiday lets may not appeal to some, but, at least, it generates funds for their upkeep and ensures that the buildings are no longer neglected.

Also popular is the stone tent at Fort Etacquerel (Trinity) which, once in ruinous condition, has been expertly restored and is much sought after. Further stone tents are proposed at Lewis’s Tower and La Tour Carrée, both in St. Ouen’s Bay. Here, again, lack of funding precludes any thought of installing mains services for the time being, although in the longer term, this may well happen and will need watching.

As reported elsewhere no decision has been taken on the planning application at Plémont. Assurances have been given that the Napoleonic guardhouses will be safe if the development goes ahead. However, time, weather and human feet are causing serious erosion to these structures and some remedial work really needs to be carried out, particularly to the guardhouse at the top of the cliff path.

Mont Orgueil Castle – John Mesch

The complete removal of the German artillery command post in the North-East Outworks of Mont Orgueil Castle remains a contentious issue.  The historical and archaeological integrity of the castle has not been preserved as required by the Cession of Usufruct.  And with the added loss of Archirondel Tower, there will be a complete absence of authentically preserved German fortifications in the East of the Island. The rapid redeployment by the occupying German forces of men, guns and equipment to confront the allies following the Normandy landings constitute an historic event of great importance to the Island. The modifications to these SSI buildings, created at great speed during the final stages of the war, should clearly be restored to the state they were in when the Germans surrendered.
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